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PRIMARY SOURCE The Balfour Declaration 0o

.

Sir Arthur James Balfour, the British foreign secretarys wrote the following letter

e to Lord Lionel Rothschild, a Zionist jeader, on November 2, 1917. Lord Rothschild
Section 4 replied, “I can assure you ¢hat the gratitude of ten millions of people will be
yours, for the British government has opened up, by their message, @ prospect of
safety and comfort to large masses of people who are in need of it.” What do
you think were the pros and cons of the Balfour Declaration?
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poreign Office,
November ond, 1917

pear Lord Rothachild,

1 have much pleapurs {n- conveying to you, on
pehalf of His Majesly's Governmant, theé following
declaration of sympathy with Jewish zionint aspiretions
which hes been submitted 10, and approved bY. the Cabino

His Majesty's government yisw with favour the
gstablishment inb palestine of & pational homo for the
Jewash people, and will use thelr pest endesvourd 1o
fecilitate the achievement of this object, 1t bolng |§>
clsarly understocd tnat nothing shall be dono which '
ney preauds.ca the civil end religious rights of
existing non-Jewish comunities in palsstine, OT A ]
rights and pont.lc&L status enjoyed by JoWS in eny

other couniry”

1 should 08 grateful 1f you would pring wWie
dacleration to the kmowleage of the Zionist Faderation.

The Granger Collection, New York.

Discussion Questions
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Recognizing Facts and Details 3. Recognizing Point of View Zionists such as Lord

1. How did the British government respond to the Rothschild were pleased by the letter from

Zionist goal of establishing a Jewish homeland in Balfour. How do you think Mustim residents of

Palestine? ' Palestine might have responded to Balfour’s letter? i
9. What conditions did the British expect Zionists o ;
. to meet? @j ‘
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